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“TREASURE & CROWNS IN HEAVEN” 

 

Related Bible References:  

Matthew 6:19-34; I Corinthians 3:8b-15; James 1:12; 

Revelation 2:10-11; I Thessalonians 2:19-20; II Timothy 4:8; Revelation 20-

22; I Peter 5:1-4, Matthew 10:40-42; 

I Corinthians 9:22-27; Philippians 2:13; Ephesians 2:8-10; Matthew 20:1-16; 

Matthew 9:33-35; Psalm 103:13; Isaiah 1:18; Luke 17:7-10; Matthew 25:21;  

 

Read Scripture: Matthew 6:19-21; I Corinthians 3:8b-15 

 

The foundation of our eternal life and relationship with God in Heaven is 

Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 3:8b-15).  Jesus Christ is the bedrock of our lives 

on earth.  He is our God and Big Brother and our Advocate in Heaven.  It is 

by His name that we may draw upon the wealth of Heaven to meet the needs 

of our lives and ministries while we are here on earth.  And it is in His Name 

and for His worship and service and for His glory that we lay up treasure in 

Heaven. 

 

God is so good!  And He is so loving and so generous toward us!  Not only 

will he have His angels escort us into Heaven one day, but the day will come 

when He will show His love for us and His appreciation for us by giving us 

crowns in Heaven.  In the First Century a stephanos (Gk) – a victor's crown 

of woven flowers and leaves – was awarded to a person for outstanding 

achievements such as winning a sports event.  A stephanos crown would 

wither and fade and fail with the passage of time. 

 

The Bible speaks of five (5) crowns that Christians may receive from Christ 

in Heaven.  These crowns do not wither and fade and fail with the passage of 
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time.  They are permanent acknowledgements of Christian lives lived well.  

Let's take a few minutes to look at these awards for special faithfulness and 

service. 

 

1.  First, there is "THE CROWN OF GLORY". 

 

I Peter 5:1-4 speaks to Pastors and commands and encourages Pastors to be 

faithful to God and to God's people.  V. 4 promises faithful pastors, 

 

"And when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, you shall receive a CROWN 

OF GLORY that fadeth not away!" 

 

Jesus is the Chief Shepherd.  Your Pastor is an Under Shepherd.  Your 

Pastor serves you, God's flock, as a shepherd under the authority of The 

Lord Jesus Christ who is the Chief Shepherd.  Now, you might reply that 

since you are not a Pastor, you will not qualify for the CROWN OF 

GLORY.  However, I think that you very well will qualify for the CROWN 

OF GLORY.  How do I conclude that you also may receive the CROWN OF 

GLORY? 

Matthew 10:40-42 tells you that if you will support the work of your Pastor 

as he proclaims God's Word, and leads and cares for your church (which 

actually is Christ's church), you too can share in the reward that your Pastor 

will receive in Heaven.  You too can receive a CROWN OF GLORY. 

 

2. Next there is the "CROWN OF REJOICING".  This crown also can be 

called the "Soul Winner's Crown". 
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I Thessalonians 2:19-20 celebrates this reward in Heaven.  "For what is our 

hope or joy or CROWN OF REJOICING?  Is it not even you in the presence 

of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?  For you are our glory and joy." 

 

When we all get to Heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will be.  When we 

all see Jesus, we'll sing and shout the victory!  What a celebration and joyful 

homecoming that will be! 

 

Revelation 19:5-9 declares in a scene in Heaven,  

"Then a voice came from the throne, saying,  

"Praise our God, all you His servants and those who fear Him, both small 

and great!  And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the 

sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty thundering, saying, 

"Alleluia!  For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns!  Let us be glad and rejoice 

and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife 

has made herself ready.  And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine 

linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.  

Then he said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are called to the marriage 

supper of the Lamb!" 

 

There in Heaven we—as the Bride of Christ, His Church—there we will 

recognize The Lord Jesus Christ in all of His glorified power and splendor.  

There we will be His honored guests who will honor Him.  In Heaven there 

will be a wedding banquet like no other that has been held or ever will be 

held on earth.  And among the guests will be not only you and I but all of 

those people whom we introduced to Jesus while we were all together here 
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on earth.  Don't you want to receive the CROWN OF REJOICING?  Win 

souls to Jesus! 

 

3.  We also read in Scripture that a reward will await all of us who look 

forward with preparation and anticipation to Jesus' return to us from Heaven. 

 

II Timothy 4:8 promises, "Henceforth there is laid up for me a CROWN OF 

RIGHTEOUSNESS, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge shall give me at 

that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also who love His appearing." 

 

Do you love Jesus?  Do you look forward with joyful preparation to His 

coming and to His Kingdom and to the New Heaven and the New Earth and 

the New Jerusalem, that Heavenly City that is described in Revelation 20-

22?  Then your CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS awaits you. 

 

Why do those who look forward to Jesus' appearing receive a CROWN OF 

RIGHTEOUSNESS?  We receive a CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 

because of the acts of righteousness that we live out day by day, as a bride 

prepares herself for her wedding day is on her very best behavior toward her 

future husband.  She adorns herself to become as beautiful in her husband's 

estimation as she possibly can adorn herself.  She spares no time or expense 

to please her future husband.  And in our case as believers who are the bride 

of Christ, we prepare ourselves for Jesus' return by doing all the good that 

we can, for all the people we can, for as long as we can, till we go to meet 

Jesus and celebrate with Him at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. 

 



5 

 

4.  And the fourth crown is "THE CROWN INCORRUPTIBLE".  THE 

CROWN INCORRUPTIBLE, according to I Corinthians 9:22-27 will be 

given by Jesus to any Christian who disciplines himself / herself to faithfully 

worship and serve the Lord Jesus Christ.  Consistent trust and obedience will 

have their special reward in Heaven.  All of us can commit ourselves to 

faithfully worship and serve the Lord Jesus Christ, and thus we all can 

qualify to receive THE CROWN INCORRUPTIBLE. 

 

5. The fifth crown for our consideration today is "The Crown of Life". 

 

James 1:12 says, "Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he 

has been proved, he will receive THE CROWN OF LIFE which the Lord 

has promised to those who love Him."  

 

AND 

 

Revelation 2:10-11 says, "Do not fear any of those things which you are 

about to suffer.  Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you in prison, 

that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days.  Be faithful 

until death, and I will give you THE CROWN OF LIFE.  He who has an ear, 

let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  He who overcomes shall 

not be hurt by the second death." 

 

The CROWN OF LIFE is awarded by Jesus to all Christians whose love for 

God surpasses their desires for self preservation and the pleasures of this 

world.  This special recognition will go to those who remain so faithfully in 
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love with Jesus that they have experiential holiness and steadfast service 

when they are tempted and persecuted by Satan and tested by God. 

 

These Christians do not give in to temptation nor do they take the short term 

easy way out.  They do not become bitter and cynical in hardship.  They do 

persevere out of the deepest love and commitment for God's glory and for 

the advancement of His Kingdom.  These are not just survivors.  They are 

victors over Satan, sin, self, and this corrupt world system!  And they are 

victors over the grave and Hell!  Hallelujah!  Praise the Lord! 

 

So then, five crowns may be awarded to Christians by Jesus when we get to 

Heaven. 

1. The CROWN OF GLORY for faithful Pastors & those of us who support 

the work of faithful Pastors 

2. The CROWN OF REJOICING for those of us who lead people to become 

followers of The Lord Jesus Christ. 

3. The CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS for those of us who love His 

appearing. 

4. The CROWN INCORRUPTIBLE for those of us who live in consistent 

trust and obedience to The Lord Jesus Christ 

5. The CROWN OF LIFE for those of us who remain faithful to The Lord 

Jesus Christ in temptations, tests, and persecution. 

 

Matthew 20:1-16 and Ephesians 2:8-10 explain to us that there is a sense in 

which these rewards are not earned by us as laborers earn wages.  

Ultimately, The Lord Jesus Christ will reward us according to His mercy, 

and according to His grace, and according to His sovereign will.  When we 
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have done all that we can do for Him, it is vitally important for us to 

remember that we can do nothing for Him unless His Holy Spirit is working 

within us both to will and to do His good pleasure (Philippians 2:13).  

Therefore, there is no room in our lives for boasting or taking credit for 

anything that we do for Jesus.  It is by His grace that we are saved from our 

sins and granted entrance into Heaven (Ephesians 2:8-9).  It is also by His 

grace that we will receive rewards in Heaven (Matthew 20:1-16). 

 

Furthermore, special recognition and rewards in Heaven are not 

automatically bestowed upon us.  I Corinthians 3:11-15 teach us that a day 

will come when at the Judgment Seat of Christ (Gk. Bema), Jesus will 

evaluate our lives as Christians.  During this evaluation process, He will not 

bring up our sins, our guilt, and our shameful acts done in this life.  

Absolutely not!  Our sins are totally forgiven.  They are cast into the depths 

of the sea of Christ's atoning blood.  As far as the east is from the west, so 

far He has removed our transgressions from us (Psalm 103:12).  "Come now, 

let us reason together," says the Lord, "Though your sins be as scarlet, they 

shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, they shall be as 

wool" (Isaiah 1:18).  As servants of The Lord Jesus Christ, when we have 

done all that we can do for Him, it equals nothing at all compared to what 

He has done for us in giving His life for us on the cross.  By rights, He is 

sovereign Lord, and we are His slaves (Luke 17:7-10).  Nevertheless, by His 

atonement for us on the cross, and by His grace He has reconciled us unto 

Himself.  By His grace He has chosen to call us His friends, and God has 

adopted us as His children.  Thus, by the saving work of the Only Begotten 

Son of God, The Lord Jesus Christ, we have become the adopted sons and 

daughters of God.  We are God's family, and Jesus is our Big Brother. 
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So then, while Jesus will not bring up our sins at the (Bema) Judgment Seat, 

He will evaluate our works for Him and His Kingdom beginning from the 

day of our conversion to faith in Him through the end of our lives on this 

earth.  We do not receive salvation by our works.  Salvation is by grace 

alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, according to the Bible alone, for 

God's glory alone.  No religious works or ceremonies or manmade sacrifices 

are involved in saving us from our sins.  By God's grace we are saved from 

the penalty of our sins.  And by God's grace we are placed on Jesus Christ, 

our spiritual foundation.  However, once placed on Christ, our foundation 

stone, it is our responsibility to faithfully build a spiritual house of love, 

trust, and obedience to The Lord Jesus Christ.  The kind of spiritual house 

that we build is most certainly our responsibility.  Praise God, we have 

within us the presence and the power and the leadership of His Holy Spirit to 

aid us all the days of our life.   

 

Some Christians will discover at the Judgment Seat of Christ that while they 

will be admitted into Heaven, they will have no special recognition from 

Jesus.  You and I do not want to be among these, do we?  We want to hear 

Jesus declare, "Well done, good and faithful servant…Enter into the joy of 

your Lord!" (Matthew 25:21). 

 

Don't you want to do your very best for Jesus and receive the very best that 

He has to offer you?  When I was in college and seminary, my professors 

would explain the work that was required to get a particular grade in the 

course.  I always wrote down what was required for the "A" grade.  All I 

wanted was to learn as much as I could in each course and see only "A" 
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grades on my report card.  How much more should we sacrifice everything 

in the service of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and give our total 

commitment and all of our resources to the advancement of His Kingdom.  

What a way to live now and forever!   

 

According to Revelation 4:8-11, in the worship services of Heaven the four 

fiery seraphim, and the twelve founders of the tribes of Israel, and the twelve 

founders of the Church of Jesus Christ fall down before the throne of our 

Lord Jesus Christ and cast their crowns before Him day and night saying,  

 

"Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty, Who was and is and is to come!  

...You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power; for You 

created all things, and by Your will they exist and were created!"  I suspect 

that as we will worship the Lord our God with these great leaders of God's 

people, we too will cast our crowns before our Lord and Savior forever and 

ever! 

 

LAY UP YOUR TREASURE IN HEAVEN! 


