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John 1: 19 - 23

19 This is the testimony of John, when the Jews 
sent to him priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, “Who are you?”  20 And he confessed and did 
not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 

They asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” And 
he said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 22 Then they said to him, “Who are 
you, so that we may give an answer to those who 
sent us? What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, 
“I am a voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight the way of the Lord,’ as Isaiah the prophet 
said.”
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Jn 1:19–23). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Jn1.19&off=22&ctx=e+Testimony+of+John%0a~+19+%EF%BB%BF%E2%80%A2This+is+a%EF%BB%BFthe+


John 1: 24 - 28

24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 
25 They asked him, and said to him, “Why then are 
you baptizing, if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor 
the Prophet?” 26 John answered them saying, “I 
baptize in water, but among you stands One whom 
you do not know.  27 “It is He who comes after me, 
the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.”  
28 These things took place in Bethany beyond the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Jn 1:24–28). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Jn1.24&off=0&ctx=+the+prophet+said.%E2%80%9D%0a~+24+%EF%BB%BFNow+they+had+be


John 1: 29 - 31

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and 
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world! 30 “This is He on behalf of whom I said, ‘After 
me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, for He 
existed before me.’ 31 “I did not recognize Him, but so 
that He might be manifested to Israel, I came baptizing in 
water.” 32 John testified saying, “I have seen the Spirit 
descending as a dove out of heaven, and He remained 
upon Him.  33 “I did not recognize Him, but He who sent 
me to baptize in water said to me, ‘He upon whom you 
see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is 
the One who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.’ 34 “I myself have 
seen, and have testified that this is the Son of God.”
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Jn 1:29–31). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Jn1.29&off=0&ctx=John+was+baptizing.%0a~+29+%EF%BB%BFThe+next+day+he


John’s Interrogation. Vv. 19 – 28.

• Jerusalem religious leaders sends a committee to 
investigate the new preacher.
• John clearly denies being the Messiah.

• John was not the Elijah they were expecting.

• John said no he was not the prophet.

• So he is asked, “Then who are you?”
• Answer Isaiah 40: 3, John identified himself as a voice.

• Notice that the Baptist keeps the focus on Christ, never 
allowing it to fall on him.



John’s Interrogation. Vv. 19 – 28.

• Next the Pharisees on the committee ask about 
baptism.
• Baptism was only used when proselyting Gentiles.
• For a Jew to be baptized meant identifying as not right with 

God.

• John doesn’t defend his baptism, but again turns the 
focus on Christ.
• He would baptize in the Holy Spirit.
• Again John humbles himself as least of the least in 

comparison to the Christ.

• The Messiah was present but unknown. V. 26.
• Location noted at a Bethany near the Jordan.



John’s Declaration. Vv. 29 – 34.

• The next day seeing Jesus John fulfilled his mission.
• Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world.
• Compared to the Lamb John is not important.

• John’s mission in baptism would identify the 
Messiah.
• This must have been revealed to him by God.
• He did not recognize Jesus as the Messiah.
• When the Holy Spirit came and remained on Jesus, Then 

John knew He was the Messiah.

• John testifies that Jesus is the Son of God.



Conclusion

• The faithful witness will put all the focus on Jesus 
the Christ and not allow people to focus on them or 
their ministry.

• Jesus the Lamb of God, from God took away the 
death penalty of all sin, but calls on people to 
believe.

• The testimony of the witnesses of Scripture are 
sure and only the foolish would deny the facts 
presented by these witnesses that Jesus is the Son 
of God, and Savior for all who will believe in Him.


