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Romans 8: 14 - 18

14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of 
God, these are sons of God.  15 For you have 
not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear 
again, but you have received a spirit of 
adoption as sons by which we cry out, 
“Abba! Father!”  16 The Spirit Himself testifies 
with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 

and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer 
with Him so that we may also be glorified 
with Him. 18 For I consider that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ro 8:14–18). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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Led by the Spirit Vv. 14 - 15.

 This is evidence or benefit of being a son of 
God.

 The issue of sonship follows.

 Being a son of God here refers to relationship.

 This is not a slavery to the bondage of fear.

 Arguments of what slavery to bondage of fear is.

 We have received a spirit of adoption as sons.

 Sons reflects legal position as heir.

 Abba, Father (ἀββα ὁ πατήρ), Cf. Mark 14: 
36.

 May have already become a Christian 
statement reflecting loving relationship.



Our Relationship in the Spirit. 

Vv. 15 – 17a.
 We have been adopted as sons by the Spirit.

 This is a legal process known by Romans of bringing 
a child into the family who was not born in that 
family.

 This is also noted as placing the child which may 
indicate giving a child the legal status of heir.

 We are called sons.

 Given legal status without reference to our gender.

 We are called children of God.

 Noting our relationship to God without reference to 
legal status.

 Heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.



Our Future in the Spirit. 

Vv. 17b- 18.
 Our future blessings of God and with Christ are 

tied to suffering with Him.

 If we suffer with Him we will also be glorified with 
Him.

 This suffering is tied directly to being a Christian and 
persecution due to that fact.

 The future glory that awaits makes the current 
suffering “not worthy of comparison.”

 This includes all suffering that is common in life.

 The point is clearly that our inheritance in heaven is 
so great, that it is worth any and all suffering, and 
makes that suffering pale in comparison.



Conclusion
 Evidence that you are saved is that you are 

being led by the Holy Spirit.

 New life in the Holy Spirit is not like bondage 

in slavery to fear.

 We have been adopted as sons so we have 

a relationship where we cry Abba, Father.

 We have promised inheritance sharing with 

Christ, but depending on our suffering for 

Him.

 Still all suffering pales in comparison to glory 

to come.


