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The Golden Calf. Vv. 1 – 6.

• Moses is gone, spurring a request.
• The people ask for a god they can see, to replace Moses.

• Aaron complies requesting gold.

• Aaron fashions the gold into an idol.

• The Golden calf as an image of YHWH.
• Aaron calls for sacrifices and feast  to YHWH.

• The people quickly revert to idolatrous practices.

• Why was Israel so quick to break the Law?
• Idolatry was so ingrained in them.

• Their heritage, history, and culture was all idols.



Moses Intercedes. Vv. 7 – 18.

• God saw and knew what was going on.
• God is challenging Moses here to his faithfulness.
• God offers Moses to make him a great nation.

• Moses pleads for God’s mercy on the people.
• Moses speaks of God’s calling, promises, and mercy
• Moses passed the test, so God proved merciful.

• Moses and Joshua begin their descent.

• Lessons for God’s people.
• Knowing the sins of the people, plead for God’s mercy.
• Your prayers can change the direction of God’s will.



The Guilty Judged. Vv. 20 - 35

• Moses’ anger and breaking the tablets.
• Evidence of Israel breaking covenant with God.

• Moses destroys the calf, and challenges Aaron.

• Aaron’s ridiculous excuses.

• Moses calls and Levites respond.
• Those still committing idolatry are executed.

• Moses will return to the Lord seeking atonement.

• Moses proves his love for the people with offer of his 
own life.

• God will only punish the guilty and sends a plague.



Conclusion

• Remain faithful even when it seems God is distant, 
and remember to battle the inherent tendency to 
follow the ungodly and immoral culture we have 
been raised in.

• Faithfully and humbly plead with God for mercy for 
your brothers and sisters who are battling life, 
including bad choices and decisions.

• Recognize that God will judge the guilty, but pardon 
the confessor, so pray and encourage others to 
confess.


