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ROMANS: THE ROAD TO RIGHTEOUSNESS



Romans 8: 28 - 30
28 And we know that God causes all 

things to work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose.  29 For those 
whom He foreknew, He also predestined 
to become conformed to the image of 
His Son, so that He would be the firstborn 
among many brethren; 30 and these 
whom He predestined, He also called; 
and these whom He called, He also 
justified; and these whom He justified, He 
also glorified.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ro 8:28–30). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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Called According to His 

Purpose. V. 28

 God causes all things to work together for good.

 In context this refers to sanctification leading to 
glorification.

 To Love God identifies Christianity from man’s 
perspective.

 Called identifies Christianity from God’s 
perspective.

 The rest of this paragraph is building on the 
meaning to be called according to His purpose.

 Refers to being conformed to the image of Jesus.

 Refers to being chosen to give Him eternal glory.

 Refers to being glorified.



Conformed and firstborn. V. 29.

 Those whom He foreknew, He predestined.

 Foreknowledge means to know beforehand.

 Cf. Rom. 11: 2; Eph 1: 3 – 14. Rom 9: 10 – 18.

 To predestine is to determine beforehand.

 Cf. Acts 4: 28; 1 Cor 2: 7; Eph 1: 5, 11.

 Arminian and semi-Pelagianism thoughts.

 There is no identification of the basis of His 

foreknowledge

 We were foreknown and predestined to 

become conformed to the image 

(Sanctification), and to glorify Jesus the 

“firstborn.”



We are Glorified. V. 30

 All verbs in this text are aorist in Greek 

referring to past tense.

 Those determined beforehand are called.

 Always in the epistles referring to what’s called 

the effectual call.

 Those called were justified.

 God determined all their sin paid for by Jesus 

on the cross.

 Those justified “were” glorified.

 Past tense because it is a good as done.



Conclusion
 The called according to His purpose must 

know that God causes all things to work for 

good.

 That good is primarily to be conformed to 

the image of Jesus Christ and to be a 

people to elevate and praise Him.

 God foreknew and predetermined our 

conformity to Christ without giving us all 

the details.

 The end game is the focus that we are 

glorified and that is so sure we should have 

no doubts of our salvation.


