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Romans 4: 1 - 3

1 What then shall we say that 

Abraham, our forefather according to 

the flesh, has found? 2 For if Abraham 

was justified by works, he has something 

to boast about, but not before God. 3 

For what does the Scripture say? 

“Abraham believed God, and it was 

credited to him as righteousness.”
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ro 4:1–3). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Ro4.1&off=50&ctx=ed+in+Old+Testament
~+1+%EF%BB%BFWhat+then+shall+


Abraham was Saved 

through Faith. Vv. 1 – 3.

 An interpretative challenge of the placement -
has found. (Τί οὖν ἐροῦμεν εὑρηκέναι Ἀβραὰμ τὸν 
προπάτορα ἡμῶν κατὰ σάρκα;)

 According to the flesh refers first of all to physical 
lineage and in context human effort in regard to 
justification.

 According to the flesh can also refer to reliance on 
human works.

 The Abraham proof.

 The teaching of the Rabbi’s of the day.

 Exactly what Genesis 15: 6 says.

 No room to receive any glory for himself.



Romans 4: 4 - 5

4 Now to the one who works, his 

wage is not credited as a favor, but as 

what is due. 5 But to the one who does 

not work, but believes in Him who 

justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited 

as righteousness,
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ro 4:4–5). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Ro4.4&off=0&ctx=+as+righteousness.%E2%80%9D
~+4+Now+to+the+one+wh


We Cannot Place God in Debt. 

Vv. 4 – 5.

 The point is clear that you work for pay and 
the boss is indebted to pay you for your work.

 The boss doesn’t credit you as a favor.

 You receive what is due for your work.

 The spiritual principle is that we are indeed 
graciously credited righteousness through 
faith.

 We believe on Him who justifies the ungodly.

 Meaning we recognize we are ungodly.

 Our faith is credited (λογίζεται) as righteousness.



Romans 4: 6 - 8

6 just as David also speaks of the 
blessing on the man to whom God 
credits righteousness apart from 
works:  7 “Blessed are those whose 
lawless deeds have been forgiven,  
And whose sins have been covered. 8 

“Blessed is the man whose sin the 
Lord will not take into account.”
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ro 4:6–8). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Ro4.6&off=1&ctx=+as+righteousness,
+~6+just+as+David+also


David “Seconds” the Fact 

Vv. 6 – 8.

 The verses quoted are from David’s 
Penitentiary psalm 32: 1 – 2.

 Paul is using Scripture to interpret Scripture.

 This psalm examples God crediting righteousness 
apart from works.

 Notice David’s acknowledgement of God’s 
saving from sin.

 His lawless deeds were forgiven because -

 His particular sins had been covered, and because 
his –

 Basic sin and depravity of his fallen nature YWHW 
will not take into account.



Conclusion

 Faith has only ever been the basis for God’s 
crediting for righteousness.

 That is proven in Scripture for Abraham in Genesis 
15: 6.

 That is proven in the logic of grace verses works 
and debt verses a gift.

 That is proven in Scripture for David in God’s 
forgiveness of his terrible sins in Psalm 32: 1 – 2.

 Abraham being declared righteous due to 
his faith in God clearly supports what Paul 
said in 3: 28, “man is justified by faith apart 
from works of the Law.”


