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Matthew 8: 23 - 27

23 When He got into the boat, His disciples 
followed Him. 24 And behold, there arose a great 
storm on the sea, so that the boat was being covered 
with the waves; but Jesus Himself was asleep. 25 And 
they came to Him and woke Him, saying, “Save us, 
Lord; we are perishing!”  26 He said to them, “Why 
are you afraid, you men of little faith?” Then He got 
up and rebuked the winds and the sea, and it 
became perfectly calm. 27 The men were amazed, 
and said, “What kind of a man is this, that even the 
winds and the sea obey Him?”
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Mt 8:23–27). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Mt8.23&off=0&ctx=ry+their+own+dead.%E2%80%9D
~+23+%EF%BB%BFa%EF%BB%BF%E2%80%A2When+He+got+


Reason for Fear? Vv. 23 - 24

• Comparing the three synoptic accounts we learn,
• It was a nighttime crossing.
• The storm was unusually violent (σεισμὸς).
• The boat was being swamped and tossed violently.
• Even the hardened seasoned fishermen were afraid.
• Jesus was exhausted and asleep in the stern.

• Why should the disciples not be afraid?
• Faith would recognize that they were exactly where 

Jesus wanted them.
• Faith would realize that Jesus was certainly with them.
• Faith would realize that if Jesus was unconcerned, 

should they be.



The Cry of Little Faith. Vv. 25 –
26a.

• The disciples knew where to go in their fear.
• They wake up Jesus indicating some faith.

• They request His saving help indicating some faith.

• We are perishing indicates little faith.

• Jesus responds first to the disciples.
• “Why are you afraid?”

• Wasn’t there real reason for fear?

• “You men of little faith.”

• Jesus actually expected His disciples to trust in His 
protection of them during this storm while he slept?



“Fear This” Vv. 26b – 27.

• The Jesus spoke to creation saying, “Hush, Be Still” 
(cf. Mark 4: 39).
• Immediately the wind ceased and the sea was calm.

• The miracle was astounding for when the wind stops it 
takes some time for the sea to calm.

• The disciples learned that God was in the boat.
• Their fear grew even more realizing that the Creator was 

aboard.

• Jesus proved again His Deity over all things.



Conclusion

• Storms in life are opportunities for our faith to grow 
strong in Jesus Christ.

• If we are where Jesus wants us and He is with us, 
then what do we have to fear?

• So if Jesus calls us to service, mission, or ministry, 
why would we let fear hold us back?

• If we truly revered Jesus as God and absolutely 
trusted Him with a living and active faith, we would 
have nothing to fear.


