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Romans 6: 15 – 18

15 What then? Shall we sin because we are 
not under law but under grace? May it never 
be! 16 Do you not know that when you 
present yourselves to someone as slaves for 
obedience, you are slaves of the one whom 
you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of 
obedience resulting in righteousness?  17 But 
thanks be to God that though you were 
slaves of sin, you became obedient from the 
heart to that form of teaching to which you 
were committed,  18 and having been freed 
from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.
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The Accusation Answered. 

Vv. 15 - 18

 Difference in Question from verse 1.

 Continue in sin versus sin, habit verses a “sin break.”

 Same answer μὴ γένοιτο – How can you think like that?

 We are either mastered by sin or righteousness.

 Notice it is to whom we present ourselves to as slaves.

 There are only two choices.

 You became obedient from the heart to the form 

of teaching to which you were committed.

 Being Freed from sin’s domination you have been 

made slaves to righteousness.



Romans 6: 19 - 21

19 I am speaking in human terms because 
of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you 
presented your members as slaves to 
impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in 
further lawlessness, so now present your 
members as slaves to righteousness, resulting 
in sanctification.  20 For when you were 
slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 
righteousness. 21 Therefore what benefit 
were you then deriving from the things of 
which you are now ashamed? For the 
outcome of those things is death. New American Standard Bible: 

1995 update. (1995). (Ro 6:19–23). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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Slaves to Righteousness. 

Vv. 19 -21.

 Paul’s apology – teaching with a human 
illustration.

 Could the idea of slavery press the issue too far?

 As you gave yourself totally in slavery to sin, so now give 
yourself totally to righteousness.

 The result of totally enslavement to righteousness is 
sanctification in process and ultimate goal.

 Total Mastery. V. 20.

 You cannot be both in sin and righteous.

 What benefit in sin – shame and death.

 Since death is contrasted with eternal life, it also refers 
to eternal death.



Romans 6: 22 - 23

22 But now having been freed from sin 

and enslaved to God, you derive your 

benefit, resulting in sanctification, and 

the outcome, eternal life.  23 For the 

wages of sin is death, but the free gift 

of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.



The Receipt of the Free Gift. 

Vv. 22 – 23.

 But now we are freed from sins 
domination.

 Now enslaved to God with benefits.

 Sanctification and eternal life.

 Two contrasts in summary. V. 23.

 Wages are earned for sin –death.

 The free gift of God is eternal life.

 Wages = eternal death, gift = eternal life.

 That eternal life is only “in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”



Conclusion

 If we serve sin we are enslaved to sin and 
must expect to receive more sin, and 
death.

 If we serve righteousness we are 
enslaved to righteousness and can 
expect eternal life.

 In Christ we have all we need to defeat 
sin with the work of the Holy Spirit in us.

 We cannot earn our salvation, in fact all 
we earn is from sin and results in eternal 
death, but in Christ we have been saved 
receiving the free gift.


