
God’s Gifts

James 1: 17-18



James 1: 17-18

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is 

from above, and comes down from the 

Father of lights, with whom there is no 

variation or shadow of turning. 18 Of His 

own will He brought us forth by the word of 

truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits 

of His creatures.



God Gives Nothing but Good V. 17.

• God’s goodness is described in poetic 

fashion V. 17a.

– Great gifts are only given by the giver of good 

things.

• God is light, the Father of lights. V. 17b

– God is light (1 John 1: 5), and Creator.

• God is distinct from His creation V. 17C

– Variations, show’s of turning.



God’s Greatest Gift V. 18.

• Who did it – Who gives this gift. V. 18a.

– Regeneration.

• What and how did He give this gift V. 18b.

– He brought us forth – gives birth (cf. V. 15).

– By the word of truth – God’s word, Scripture.



God’s Greatest Gift V. 18. 

• Why did He give us this gift? V. 18d.

– The First fruits, the first and best of the crop.

– Reference to the beginning of all who would 

be saved.



Conclusion

• God gives only good gifts.
– He is the Father or Creator of all good gifts.

– He is Light and never varies.

• The greatest gift from God is salvation 
(Regeneration).
– The word of truth, Scripture empowered by 

the Holy Spirit.
There is no reason why one of God’s chosen firstfruits, or 

regenerated believers, has to yield to temptation. He 
must learn to resist its deadly force, or he can never 

grow into the spiritual maturity God desires of His 
children of light (Eph. 5:8; 1 Thes. 5:5).


