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The Prelude. Vv. 1 – 2.

• Notice that God is speaking these words.
• All of Israel heard God in their own language.

• God set the stage, identifying His relationship to 
the people as their Savior.
• Out of Egyptian bondage compares to saved from sin.
• Since God owned them, He expects their obedience.

• Originally known as the ten words, but quickly 
became the ten commandments.
• These are like our constitution and would be expounded 

in subsequent laws.
• All negative commands have positive implications plus.



The Ten Commands. Vv. 1 – 17.

• “Vertical” Commandments. Vv. 1 – 11.
• There is only one God Who is to be worshipped.
• All idolatry in images are forbidden.
• Do not use God’s name in vain.
• Observe the Sabbath day making it a holy day.

• “Horizontal” Commandments. Vv. 12 – 17.
• Honor Father and Mother.
• Never murder.
• Never commit adultery.
• Never steal.
• Do not covet.



The People’s Response. Vv. 18 –
21.

• The mighty display of God’s glory coupled with His 
voice brought great fear on the people.
• The near presence of God always brought great fear.
• The fear was even greater hearing God’s commands.

• The request for a mediator.
• Moses was asked to mediate between the people and 

God.
• The people feared death.

• Moses gives the purpose for hearing from God.
• Don’t be afraid, God does not intend to kill you.
• This is a test to bring such fear and obedience.



Conclusion

• When God saves his people from their slavery to 
sin, He expects their faithfulness and obedience.

• God gave us ten words (Commandments) 
establishing His will and expectations on His 
people.

• These Ten Commandments are called the Moral law 
and still apply, although Jesus and New Testament 
authors specify a change concerning the Sabbath.

• Seek the presence of God with fear and reverence, 
knowing He loves you and seeks the best for you.


