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Romans 5: 12 - 14

12 Therefore, just as through one man 
sin entered into the world, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all 
men, because all sinned— 13 for until 
the Law sin was in the world, but sin is 
not imputed when there is no law. 14 

Nevertheless death reigned from 
Adam until Moses, even over those 
who had not sinned in the likeness of 
the offense of Adam, who is a type of 
Him who was to come.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ro 5:12–14). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Ro5.12&off=3&ctx=+reconciliation.
+12~+%EF%BB%BFTherefore,+just+as


Total Depravity Vv. 12 – 14.

 Sin entered through one man resulting in 
death to all. V. 12. 

 Adam representing all humanity condemned 
all.

 All sinned- is aorist referring to a past event.

 Death was evident prior to law, and without 
law sin cannot be charged as transgression. 

 No one could sin like Adam being removed 
from the Garden, but also without law.

 Verse 12 is not complete until verse 18.

 Adam is a type of Christ?



Romans 5: 15 - 17
15 But the free gift is not like the transgression. 

For if by the transgression of the one the many 
died, much more did the grace of God and the 
gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, 
abound to the many. 16 The gift is not like that 
which came through the one who sinned; for 
on the one hand the judgment arose from one 
transgression resulting in condemnation, but on 
the other hand the free gift arose from many 
transgressions resulting in justification.  17 For if by 
the transgression of the one, death reigned 
through the one, much more those who 
receive the abundance of grace and of the 
gift of righteousness will reign in life through the 
One, Jesus Christ.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ro 5:15–17). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Ro5.15&off=0&ctx=im+who+was+to+come.
~+15+%EF%BB%BFBut%E2%80%A2%E2%80%A2+1%EF%BB%BFthe+fre


Free Gift Verses 

Transgression. Vv. 15 – 17.

 One’s transgression resulted in many 
deaths.

 Much more, grace and gift of grace 
abounded to many – the one Man, Jesus 
Christ. 

 The free gift rose from many 
transgressions.

 Sin rose from one transgression.

 In Christ we receive abundant grace.

 In the transgression of one, death reigned.

 These verses teach that although Adam is 
a type of Christ the work is contrasted.



Romans 5: 18 - 21
18 So then as through one transgression 

there resulted condemnation to all men, 
even so through one act of righteousness 
there resulted justification of life to all men.  
19 For as through the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, 
even so through the obedience of the One 
the many will be made righteous.  20 The 
Law came in so that the transgression would 
increase; but where sin increased, grace 
abounded all the more,  21 so that, as sin 
reigned in death, even so grace would 
reign through righteousness to eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ro 5:18–21). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Ro5.18&off=1&ctx=One,+Jesus+Christ.
+~18+%EF%BB%BFSo+then+as+throu


How One Act Impacts All. 

Vv. 18 – 21.

 One Transgression resulted in 
condemnation to all.

One act of righteousness resulted in 
justification of life to all?

 Understand that the all are the all in Adam 
and in Christ.

 One’s disobedience verses One’s 
obedience.

Disobedience = many were made sinners.

Obedience = many were made righteous.



Grace Abounded So 

Much More Vv. 20 – 21.

 Like verse 13 the Law comes back into play.

 Transgression increased when Law came in. CF. 
7: 7-12.

 Where sin increased, grace abounded all the 
more.

 Sin reigns in death, but grace reigns in life.

 Sins reign in death is evident because all die.

 Grace reigns through righteousness to eternal life.

 This indicates that the death referred to from 
verse twelve is not just physical death.

 Notice again that the grace that reigns is only 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.



Conclusion

 Our total depravity means that we are so 
totally lost that we cannot save ourselves.

 In Adam’s sin the whole human race died 
and received the sin nature.

 The sin nature leads to condemnation and 
death, but the grace of God through 
Jesus Christ leads to eternal life.

 All people are in Adam, but the only way 
to be In Christ is to choose Him in 
salvation.

 Grace is greater than all sin.


