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James 2: 8-13

8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law 

according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, 

you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as 

transgressors.  10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet 

stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.  11 For 

He who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not 

commit murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but do 

commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the 

law.  12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged 

by the law of liberty.  13 For judgment will be merciless to 

one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over 

judgment.
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The Royal Law verses Partiality

• The Royal law is supreme and sovereign, 
indicating the absolute and binding authority 
of the law. Vv. 8-9.

– It’s the royal law because it is decreed by the King 
of kings, fit for a king, and is considered the king of 
laws.

– James is not speaking of occasional favoritism, but 
habitual, blatant partiality, that is actually evidence 
of being an unbeliever, since that makes one so 
unlike the Father.

– Partiality is not merely a matter of 
inconsiderateness or discourtesy, but a serious 
sin. V. 9.



The Royal Law verses Partiality

• In order to become a lawbreaker and a sinner 
we only needs to disobey one law or 
commandment. V. 10-11

– We are obliged to keep the whole law, not just the 
parts we like.

– God’s law is unified, forming a whole pattern, a 
complete style of life, an expression of the 
character and will of God.

– James chose two of the most serious social sins, 
both demanding the death penalty to illustrate V. 
11.

– God’s standard is perfection.



Consider the Danger of Divine 

Judgment Vv. 12-13.

• Live and act as a true believer who has 

been saved by God’s grace and who will 

be judged on the basis of Christ’s 

imputed righteousness.

• Love triumphs over justice, as mercy 

does over judgment.



Conclusion 

• Partiality is inconsistent with the Christian faith because 
the Christian faith is consistent with the nature of God –
and God is wholly impartial.  

• Partiality is inconsistent with the purpose and the plan of 
God in choosing the poor of this world to be spiritually 
rich.  

• Partiality is inconsistent with loving your neighbor as 
yourself.  

• Even if it were the only sin a person ever committed, 
partiality, like all other sins, shatters the entire law of God 
and makes a person a transgressor, condemned to hell 
forever. 

• A person who has lived a life devoid of mercy to others 
will show himself to be without saving faith.


