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Numbers 21: 1 - 3

1 When the Canaanite, the king of Arad, 
who lived in the Negev, heard that Israel was 
coming by the way of Atharim, then he fought 
against Israel and took some of them captive. 
2 So Israel made a vow to the Lord and said, “If 
You will indeed deliver this people into my 
hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities.” 3 

The Lord heard the voice of Israel and 
delivered up the Canaanites; then they utterly 
destroyed them and their cities. Thus the 
name of the place was called Hormah.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update (Nu 21:1–3). (1995). The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Nu21.1&off=15&ctx=r+21%0aArad+Conquered%0a~+1+%EF%BB%BFWhen+the+Canaani


First Battle. Vv. 1 - 3

• This was the first conflict for the new generation.
• As Israel turned south of Edom they were attacked.
• They suffered losses as some were taken captive.

• The first response of faith in God.
• Israel promises to fulfill God’s requirement’s concerning 

defeating the people of Canaan.
• The Lord heard and with His leading they conquer.
• The place name is given as Hormah referring to total 

destruction.

• We see that Israel was learning to depend on God  
in faith to conquer the Promised Land.



Numbers 21: 4 - 6

4 Then they set out from Mount Hor by 
the way of the Red Sea, to go around the land 
of Edom; and the people became impatient 
because of the journey. 5 The people spoke 
against God and Moses, “Why have you 
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, 
and we loathe this miserable food.” 6 The Lord 
sent fiery serpents among the people and 
they bit the people, so that many people of 
Israel died.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update (Nu 21:4–6). (1995). The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Nu21.4&off=0&ctx=s+called+2a%EF%BB%BFHormah.%0a~+4+%EF%BB%BFThen+they+set+ou


Another Failure. Vv. 4 - 6

• This desert region is the harshest of all.

• Notice the complaints stem from impatience.
• They spoke against God and Moses.

• The old complaint of being forced to leave Egypt.

• They are heading away from the Promised land to die in 
the wilderness.

• No Food or water, and despising Manna.

• God immediately responds in judgment.
• Venomous snakes common in this desert bite the people 

and they begin dying.



Numbers 21: 7 - 9

7 So the people came to Moses and said, 
“We have sinned, because we have spoken 
against the Lord and you; intercede with the 
Lord, that He may remove the serpents from 
us.” And Moses interceded for the people.  8 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery 
serpent, and set it on a standard; and it shall 
come about, that everyone who is bitten, 
when he looks at it, he will live.”  9 And Moses 
made a bronze serpent and set it on the 
standard; and it came about, that if a serpent 
bit any man, when he looked to the bronze 
serpent, he lived.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update (Nu 21:7–9). (1995). The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Nu21.7&off=0&ctx=ple+of+Israel+died.%0a~+7+a%EF%BB%BFSo+the+people+c


Finally a confession. Vv. 7 – 9.

• The people came to Moses, confessed and pleaded 
for his intercession with God for them.
• Moses prays for them and receives God’s instruction.
• He is to make a copper image of the venomous snakes 

and set it up on a pole.
• The people were to look at it to be healed.

• This most unusual means of healing becomes a 
type of Christ’s healing (John 3: 15).
• We have all been poisoned by sin.
• Christ became sin to atone for our sins.
• All we must do is look in faith to Christ, who bore our sin 

on the cross and we are saved (healed from sin).



Conclusion

• A living faith is developed over time and through 
the troubles of life, leading us to call on our Lord in 
troubles to see His deliverance.

• Walking in the deserts of life can make us impatient 
and lead to grumbling and complaining against 
God, and we can count on suffering for it.

• God is always ready to receive us back through 
confession.

• Look to the cross for forgiveness and salvation, and 
always keep your eyes on Christ.


