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Romans 4: 17 - 19

17 (as it is written, “A father of many nations 

have I made you”) in the presence of Him whom 

he believed, even God, who gives life to the 

dead and calls into being that which does not 

exist.  18 In hope against hope he believed, so 

that he might become a father of many nations 

according to that which had been spoken, “So 

shall your descendants be.”  19 Without 

becoming weak in faith he contemplated his 

own body, now as good as dead since he was 

about a hundred years old, and the deadness of 

Sarah’s womb;
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Romans 4: 20 - 25

20 yet, with respect to the promise of God, 
he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong 
in faith, giving glory to God,  21 and being 
fully assured that what God had promised, 
He was able also to perform.  22 Therefore it 
was also credited to him as righteousness. 23 

Now not for his sake only was it written that it 
was credited to him, 24 but for our sake also, 
to whom it will be credited, as those who 
believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from 
the dead, 25 He who was delivered over 
because of our transgressions, and was 
raised because of our justification.
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Hope’s Basis. Vv. 17 - 18

 Abe believed God’s promise, because He is 
God.

 God alone can give life to the dead.

 God alone calls into being that which does not 
exist.

 How does one hope against hope?

 This is a contrast between normal human hope 
and Biblical hope.

 Hope based on a non-specific promise of God 
may not be realized and one can be left 
“hopeless.”

 Abe’s hope was based on God’s specific 
promises, therefore His faith supported his hope.



Abraham’s Example of Faith 

Building Hope. Vv. 19 – 22.

 Abraham recognized the hopelessness of his 
situation.

 He was too old, and Sarah was barren.

 There was no human way to fix the problem.

 Abe did become weak in faith nor waver on the 
promise.

 The evidence of Genesis shows this faith growing.

 Abe’s laughter and substitution requests really 
reflected on his attempt to search out how it could 
happen.

 He was fully assured that what God specifically 
promised He was fully able to do.



Abraham is Our Example of 

Faith in Jesus Christ. Vv. 23 – 25.
 Abe’s credit, due to faith, examples our credit, 

due to faith.

 Based on belief in Him Who raised Jesus from the 
dead.

 What was written in Old Testament was for our 
sake.

 The point is clear that obtaining righteousness, right 
standing, or salvation has always only been by 
faith.

 Faith of Old Testament saints was based on God’s 
word as revealed to them in their time.

 Our Lord Jesus Christ, delivered by God to pay for 
our transgressions, and raised proving our 
justification.



Conclusion

 Faith is founded on God’s word recognizing that 

our God is omnipotent and can do anything.

 When human hope fails, our Biblical hope is built 

up due to our faith as founded in God.

 All of Scripture is written for our instruction.

 The Old Testament saints are our example of 

what faith looks like, although our faith believes 

in what God has already done, their faith 

believed in what God told them He was going to 

do.


