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Romans 16: 1 - 2 
1 I commend to you our sister 

Phoebe, who is a servant of the 

church which is at Cenchrea; 2 that 

you receive her in the Lord in a 

manner worthy of the saints, and that 

you help her in whatever matter she 

may have need of you; for she herself 

has also been a helper of many, and 

of myself as well.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ro 16:1–2). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Ro16.1&off=29&ctx=+and+Love+Expressed%0a~+1+%EF%BB%BF%E2%80%A2I+a%EF%BB%BFcommend+to+


The Letter Carrier

 Christian sister from Cenchrea Church.

 To be received in a manner worthy of the 
saints.

 Help her in whatever matter she has need of.

 She is identified as servant of the church.

 Probably a reference to a deaconess.

 Maybe as deaconess she proved herself 
helper of many including Paul himself.

 To carry this Roman letter she has a high 
privilege.

 She was probably a wealthy widow on her 
way to Rome on some business.



Romans 16: 3 - 7
3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow 

workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who for my life 
risked their own necks, to whom not 
only do I give thanks, but also all the 
churches of the Gentiles; 5 also greet
the church that is in their house. Greet 
Epaenetus, my beloved, who is the first 
convert to Christ from Asia. 6 Greet 
Mary, who has worked hard for you. 7 

Greet Andronicus and Junias, my 
kinsmen and my fellow prisoners, who 
are outstanding among the apostles, 
who also were in Christ before me.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ro 16:3–7). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Ro16.3&off=0&ctx=+of+myself+as+well.%0a~+3+%EF%BB%BFGreet+a%EF%BB%BFPrisca+a


Fellow workers and Prisoners.

 Prisca and Aquilla.

 Well known fellow tent-makers whom Paul first 
met in Corinth on second missionary journey 
(Acts 18).

 Prisca, may have been prominent in ministry.

 Everywhere they go they have a home church.

 Epaenetus, My beloved, first convert in Asia.

 Mary, worked hard for the Roman church.

 Andronicus and Junias (Maybe husband 
and wife).

 Kinsmen of Paul and had been imprisoned with 
him.

 Christian before Paul and outstanding among 
apostles.



Romans 16: 8 - 12
8 Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the 

Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker 
in Christ, and Stachys my beloved. 10 

Greet Apelles, the approved in Christ. 
Greet those who are of the household
of Aristobulus.  11 Greet Herodion, my 
kinsman. Greet those of the household
of Narcissus, who are in the Lord. 12 

Greet Tryphaena and Tryphosa, 
workers in the Lord. Greet Persis the 
beloved, who has worked hard in the 
Lord.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ro 16:8–12). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Ro16.8&off=0&ctx=n+Christ+before+me.%0a~+8+Greet+Ampliatus%2c+


Beloved, Approved, and Kin.

 Ampliatus - beloved.

 Urbanus – fellow worker.

 Stachys - Beloved.

 Apelles – tested and approved.

 The saved in the household of Aristobulus.

 Herodion – kinsman of Paul?

 The saved in the household of Narcissus.

 Tryphaena and Tryphosa and Persis hard 
working women.



Romans 16: 13 - 16
13 Greet Rufus, a choice man in the 

Lord, also his mother and mine. 14 

Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, 

Patrobas, Hermas and the brethren 

with them.  15 Greet Philologus and 

Julia, Nereus and his sister, and 

Olympas, and all the saints who are 

with them. 16 Greet one another with a 

holy kiss. All the churches of Christ 

greet you.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ro 16:13–16). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Ro16.13&off=1&ctx=+hard+in+the+Lord.%0a+~13+Greet+a%EF%BB%BFRufus%2c+a+


The Lesser Known 
 Rufus may have been well known Mark 15: 

21.

 His mother was very special to Paul, but not known 
how.

 Asyncritus, Phelgon, Hermes, Patrobas, 
Hermas?

 Know nothing except since brethren are greeted 
with them, may have been leaders of a house 
church.

 Philologus and Julia, Nereus and sister and 
Olympas?

 Know nothing about them but mention of saints 
may be another house church.

 All Christians are to greet each other in 
Christian affection.



Conclusion

 Unlike most of Paul’s letters he identifies 
about twenty five people that connect 
him with the church at Rome, which 
could prepare the church for his visit.

 It must have been a blessing in the end 
to have the great apostle Paul mention 
their name and have it recorded forever 
in Scripture.

 As the church whether well known or 
unknown, we are all one family of God 
and are called to greet each other with 
holy affection and appreciation.


