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Romans 11: 1 - 6
1 I say then, God has not rejected His people, has 

He? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 

God has not rejected His people whom He 
foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture 
says in the passage about Elijah, how he pleads with 
God against Israel? 3 “Lord, they have killed Your 
prophets, they have torn down Your altars, and I 
alone am left, and they are seeking my life.” 4 But 
what is the divine response to him? “I have kept for 
Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed 
the knee to Baal.” 5 In the same way then, there has 
also come to be at the present time a remnant 
according to God’s gracious choice. 6 But if it is by 
grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise 
grace is no longer grace.
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God Has Not Rejected the 

Nation of Israel. Vv. 1 – 2.
 The question is asked expecting a 

negative answer.

 Answer – How can you even begin to think 

that way?

 Paul uses himself as an example.

 If God can save the chief persecutor of the 

church being a Jew, He can save anyone.

 Paul’s credentials of being a Jew were 

outstanding.

 He could trace his lineage to the tribe of 

Benjamin noted as one of the only two faithful 

tribes when the kingdom divided.



God Has Been Working 

with Remnants. Vv. 2 – 6.
 A direct declaration that God has not 

rejected His people chosen by Him.

 If God were to not keep His covenants how could 
we trust His word?

 The example from Elijah thinking he was the 
last.

 God declared that He had a remnant still.

 So Paul declares there was still a remnant.

 Many of the prophets declared remnant 
theology.

 The choice is specified as by God’s grace.

 Works destroy grace and cannot be combined 
with it.



Romans 11: 7 - 10
7 What then? What Israel is seeking, it 

has not obtained, but those who were 

chosen obtained it, and the rest were 

hardened;  8 just as it is written, “God 

gave them a spirit of stupor, Eyes to see 

not and ears to hear not, Down to this 

very day.” 9 And David says, “Let their 

table become a snare and a trap,  and 

a stumbling block and a retribution to 

them. 10 “Let their eyes be darkened to 

see not, And bend their backs forever.”
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Judicial Hardening. Vv. 7 – 10.

 Israel has already been noted as zealous 
in religion.

 But they rejected the knowledge of truth in 
Christ.

 Paul quotes Old Testament Scripture 
predicting Israel’s rejection of truth and 
subsequent hardening.

 Spirit of stupor or callousness. (Cf. Isa 29: 10)

 Blind eyes and deaf ears (cf. Deut 29: 4, Isa 
29: 10).

 Table becomes snare, stumbling block and 
retribution, eyes darkened and bent backs. 
(cf. Psalm 69: 22 - 23).



Conclusion

 Evidence that God has not totally rejected 

the Jews is seen in the fact that some Jews 

are being saved.

 God has proven throughout history that He 

has always reserved a remnant of 

believers chosen by His grace only.

 Salvation is only given by the grace of 

God, no one can ever work for their 

salvation.

 Continual rejection of God’s offer of 

salvation will ultimately lead to judicial 

hardening.


