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Matthew 1: 18 - 25
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when 

His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they 
came together she was found to be with child by the Holy 
Spirit.  19 And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and 
not wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her away 
secretly.  20 But when he had considered this, behold, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son 
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the 
Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  21 

“She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He 
will save His people from their sins.” 22 Now all this took place 
to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, 
and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which translated 
means, “God with us.” 24 And Joseph awoke from his sleep and 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took Mary
as his wife, 25 but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a 
Son; and he called His name Jesus.
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Joseph’s Dilemma Vv. 18 – 19.

• Before the marriage was consummated Mary was 
found to be pregnant.
• Being about four months she could have been showing.

• The text is clear that she was with child by the Holy 
Spirit.

• Rules of Betrothal.

• Divorce required and tied to Joseph’s 
righteousness, but option of a private divorce 
shows his mercy and love.
• By law, Joseph had no choice.



Joseph’s Special Revelation. 
Vv.20 - 23

• Joseph contemplating private divorce slept on it.
• A visit by the angel of the Lord (Gabriel?)

• He is told to take Mary as his wife, and divine 
conception of the child.

• Mary would bear a Son, and Joseph the legal father 
would name Him Jesus.

• Jesus saves His people from sin.

• Isaiah 7:14, prophesied this fulfillment referring to 
Christ.

• Jesus is truly God with us.



Joseph’s Obedience Vv. 24 – 25.

• Upon waking from sleep Joseph took Mary as wife.
• Still the marriage was not consummated until after Jesus 

was born.

• Implied is that normal marriage relationship did take 
place thereafter as proven by further offspring 
mentioned in Scripture.

• The real hero in Joseph.
• He would forever be seen by unbelievers as guilty of 

getting Mary pregnant in the first place.

• He was willing to forsake His reputation and desires to 
ensure his “Son” received all glory.



Conclusion

• God’s timing and way is always perfect, even 
though it seems to fall imperfectly for us.

• This is not how Joseph imagined life would begin 
with his bride, but what honor in the end.

• No unbeliever would ever really believe Joseph’s 
story and he would be dishonored the rest of his 
life, but God’s honor comes in time.

• Surely God picked Joseph because he was righteous 
and would only allow Jesus to be raised by such a 
righteous couple.


