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Romans 4: 9 - 12

9 Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the 

uncircumcised also? For we say, “Faith was credited to 

Abraham as righteousness.”  10 How then was it credited? 

While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while 

circumcised, but while uncircumcised;  11 and he received the 

sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith 
which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the 

father of all who believe without being circumcised, that 

righteousness might be credited to them, 12 and the father of 

circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but 

who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham 

which he had while uncircumcised.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ro 4:9–12). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Ro4.9&off=0&ctx=take+into+account.%E2%80%9D
~+9+%EF%BB%BFIs+this+blessing


Who Receives the Blessing 

of Forgiveness? V. 9.

 Verse 9 points back to the blessed man in 
verses 6 – 8.

 Is the blessing of forgiveness intended for the 
circumcised only?

 We could modify the question for the baptized 
only or any other religious ritual.

 Is the blessing intended only for a few people?

 Abraham’s experience illustrates the truth.

 Again Paul quotes Genesis 15:6 proving that 
Abraham was only credited righteousness due to 
his faith.



Abraham Was Counted 

Righteous Before The Ritual. V. 10.
 Abraham was counted righteous when he believed.

 Romans 4: 3; Genesis 15: 6, Galatians 3: 6

 He was justified by faith, not by his obedience to date.

 His religious practices didn’t justify him.

 Good deeds did not justify him.

 He was justified before the ritual.

 The Obvious chronology proves it.

 Abe was circumcised when Ishmael was 13, he 99.

 Abe declared righteous before Ishmael was conceived.

 Another point of circumcision is Ishmael who was 
circumcised but never in the covenant.

 Abe was an uncircumcised Gentile at the time.



Abraham Received Circumcision 

as a Sign and Seal. V. 11.

 The Sign.

 Points to something, picturing joy of believing.

 Witnesses something the testimony of a believer

 A sign of a changed life, and identification.

 The Seal is a guarantee.

 Circumcision was a reminder to Abe that God 
counted him righteous because he believed.

 It confirmed what had already taken place.

 Rites, rituals, and ordinances never bestow anything 
on anyone, they are merely signs of something that 
has already taken place.



Abraham was Chosen by God 

for a Twofold Purpose. V. 12.

 Abraham has a unique relationship to the world.

 Abe is the father of all believers, regardless of 

ritual and ordinance.

 Believing like Abraham did makes him the father of 

all who believe and that is the only way to be 

credited with righteousness before God.

 Abe is also the father of the circumcised who also 

follow in the steps of his faith.

 So Abraham is more the father of all who believe, 

having a faith as he did than unbelievers who are 

merely circumcised.



Conclusion

 It’s easy to get caught up with the thought 
that this only applies to Jews and 
circumcision, however it applies to any 
religious rites even the ordinances.

 There is nothing wrong with obeying Christ’s 
commands to Baptism and do the Lord’s 
Supper.

 It is quite wrong, however to believe that by 
doing Baptism and the Lord’s Supper that we 
are getting credit of righteousness before 
God.

 God only credits righteousness to those who 
believe in faith like Abraham did.


