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Matthew 16: 5 - 12

5 And the disciples came to the other side of the sea, but 
they had forgotten to bring any bread.  6 And Jesus said to 
them, “Watch out and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees.”  7 They began to discuss this among 
themselves, saying, “He said that because we did not bring 
any bread.” 8 But Jesus, aware of this, said, “You men of little 
faith, why do you discuss among yourselves that you have no 
bread? 9 “Do you not yet understand or remember the five 
loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets full you 
picked up? 10 “Or the seven loaves of the four thousand, and 
how many large baskets full you picked up?  11 “How is it that 
you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning 
bread? But beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.” 12 Then they understood that He did not say to 
beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees.
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The “Misunderstanding.” Vv. 5 – 7.

•The disciples’ mind was set on material things.
• “They had forgotten to bring any bread.”

• Jesus initiates a teaching moment.
• “Watch out and beware of the leaven. . .”

•The disciples missed the point.
• They were thinking of their mistake in bringing any 

bread with them.
• Jesus was referring to the teachings of the Pharisees 

and Sadducees, referring to it as leaven.



The Problem with Bad Leaven V. 12.

• In Scripture leaven is neither good or bad in 
character, but the main point is its influence.
•With few exceptions Scripture refers to leaven as bad 

and pervasive influence.

• Jesus was speaking of the spiritually contaminating 
influence of the Pharisees being their legalism and 
their hypocrisy.
• The leaven of the Sadducees was their religious 

liberalism – materialistic, and rationalistic.

•False doctrine is always dangerous and to be 
rejected by the believer.



The Problem with Little Faith. VV. 8 - 11

• Little faith functions primarily on a physical level.
• The disciples misunderstood Jesus point, because their 

minds were on physical things.
• The disciples earthly orientation was the barrier to 

their spiritual vision.

• Jesus identifies a fact that food was not a problem.
• He refers back to the massive feedings previously done.
• Their spiritual attention span was too short.
• Jesus makes it clear that He was not referring to bread 

but to the leaven (teachings) of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.



Conclusion

• Little faith means that we can be so earthly minded 
on temporal things that we are of no heavenly 
good.

• Little faith means that our spiritual vision is limited 
and our spiritual attention span is too short.

• Little faith means that our earthly orientation is a 
great barrier to spiritual work.

•Great faith means we leave all worries, fears, 
doubts, and worldly things in God’s hands and 
follow Him wherever He calls.


