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Colossians 3: 18 - 21

18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as 
is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your 
wives and do not be embittered against them. 
20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all 
things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord. 21 

Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so 
that they will not lose heart.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Col 3:18–21). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Col3.18&off=17&ctx=r.%0aFamily+Relations%0a~+18+%EF%BB%BFa%EF%BB%BFWives%2c+b%EF%BB%BFbe+s


Colossians 3: 22 – 4: 1

22 Slaves, in all things obey those who are your 
masters on earth, not with external service, as those 
who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, 
fearing the Lord.  23 Whatever you do, do your work 
heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, 24 

knowing that from the Lord you will receive the 
reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom 
you serve. 25 For he who does wrong will receive the 
consequences of the wrong which he has done, and 
that without partiality. 1 Masters, grant to your slaves 
justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a 
Master in heaven.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Col 3:22–4:1). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Col3.22&off=0&ctx=ill+not+lose+heart.%0a~+22+%EF%BB%BFa%EF%BB%BFSlaves%2c+in+al


The Family Life Vv. 18 – 21.

• Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands.
• A willing submission, like Christ to His Father.

• This is fitting in the Lord – This is God’s will.

• Husbands love your wife without bitterness.
• Agape love is self sacrificing and serves her.

• Don’t irritate or exasperate, but loving leadership.

• Children obey, Parents discipline correctly.
• Children are to obey in all things – in the Lord.

• Parents do not exasperate your children so they lose 
heart.



The Worker’s Life. Vv. 22 – 4: 1

• Paul recognizes a reality of society without 
condoning it.
• Slavery would be abolished as these principles were 

lived out by slaves and masters

• Paul’s word for the worker.
• Obey your “employer” in all that is required.

• Not only while they are watching like men pleasers.

• Work with all your heart for the Lord.

• The Lord will reward, but also discipline disobedience.

• Masters are to be fair and equitable.



Conclusion

• The practical Christ like life will be lived out 
according to God’s word in the home between 
husband and wife, children and household 
servants.

• God has designed in home and church for the 
loving leadership of a man (husband) and the 
submission to that loving leadership of wife and 
church.

• In all we do, we are to work with in sincerity and 
whole heartedness for the glory of God.


