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John 2: 1 - 6

1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana 
of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there;  2 and 
both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the 
wedding.  3 When the wine ran out, the mother of 
Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, what does that have to do with 
us? My hour has not yet come.”  5 His mother said to 
the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.” 6 Now 
there were six stone waterpots set there for the 
Jewish custom of purification, containing twenty or 
thirty gallons each.
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John 2: 7 - 12

7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with 
water.” So they filled them up to the brim. 8 And He said 
to them, “Draw some out now and take it to the 
headwaiter.” So they took it to him.  9 When the 
headwaiter tasted the water which had become wine, 
and did not know where it came from (but the servants 
who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called 
the bridegroom,  10 and said to him, “Every man serves 
the good wine first, and when the people have drunk 
freely, then he serves the poorer wine; but you have kept 
the good wine until now.”  11 This beginning of His signs 
Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, 
and His disciples believed in Him.  12 After this He went 
down to Capernaum, He and His mother and His brothers 
and His disciples; and they stayed there a few days.
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Jesus Sanctified the Institution of 
Marriage. Vv. 1 – 2.

• Third day since calling Philip including travel back to 
Nazareth.

• Invitation to wedding in nearby Cana of Galilee.
• Jesus mother, Mary was part of the hosting party.
• This wedding may have been for some relative.
• Weddings would include all the town in celebration.
• Jesus with the disciples are invited.

• Jesus presence and performance of His first miracle 
prove his sanctification of marriage.
• Both old and New testaments view public ceremony as 

necessary.



The Opportunity, or Problem. Vv. 
3 – 5.

• A social disaster to run out of wine.
• Mary brings the problem up to Jesus.

• Was she asking for a miracle?

• Jesus’ response.
• Jesus’ response does not translate well being an 

idiomatic expression.

• He does signal a major change in their relationship.

• His actions were to be according to the Father’s will, not 
based on human relationships.

• Mary expected Jesus would respond.



Miraculous Provision Vv. 6 – 12.

• Six stone water pots used for washing.
• Jesus commands they be completely filled with water.

• Jesus commands some taken to the master of 
ceremonies.

• The “Head Waiter” recognizes a superb quality.
• His experience of waiting until senses are dulled before 

giving out the poorer quality of wine.

• This is noted as the beginning of Jesus’ signs.

• Sadly only the disciples “get it” and believe.

• Note is made that Jesus with disciples, mother, and 
brothers return temporarily to Capernaum.



Conclusion

• John’s clear purpose is to point out in eight signs in 
this Book that Jesus is the Savior. Cf. John 20: 30 -
31.

• Jesus proves God’s concern for people and their 
needs.

• Jesus also proves that He will only do what is the 
Father's will, and will not be pressured by social 
ties.

• This miracle of Cana proves that miracles in 
themselves do not bring people to follow Jesus.


