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JOHN 6: 1 - 4 

1 After these things Jesus went away 

to the other side of the Sea of Galilee (or 

Tiberias).  2 A large crowd followed Him, 

because they saw the signs which He was 

performing on those who were sick.  3 

Then Jesus went up on the mountain, and 

there He sat down with His disciples. 4 

Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, 

was near.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Jn 6:1–4). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Jn6.1&off=18&ctx=6%0aFive+Thousand+Fed%0a~+1+%EF%BB%BFAfter+these+thin


THE SETTING VV. 1 – 4.

• Jesus takes the disciples on a retreat? V. 1.

• Sea of Galilee had many names including Tiberias.

• A large crowd followed from Capernaum 

about nine miles to north eastern shore. V. 2. 

• They were interested in the entertainment.

• Jesus climbs the hill, sits as a Rabbi to teach. V. 

3. 

• The disciples sat at his feet as learners.

• John also gives note of it being near Passover. 

V. 4.



JOHN 6: 5 - 9 
5 Therefore Jesus, lifting up His eyes and 

seeing that a large crowd was coming to Him, 

said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so 

that these may eat?” 6 This He was saying to test 

him, for He Himself knew what He was intending 

to do.  7 Philip answered Him, “Two hundred 

denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, 

for everyone to receive a little.” 8 One of His 

disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to 

Him, 9 “There is a lad here who has five barley 

loaves and two fish, but what are these for so 

many people?”
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Jn 6:5–9). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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THE SETUP. VV. 5 – 9.

• Identifying faith in impossibilities.

• Philip the human calculator came up with 

insufficient funds.

• Andrew in research came up with too little.

• Jesus already knew what He would do.

• The disciples failed the faith test.

• When stuck in the impossible –

• We cannot see past limited funding.

• We see the poor lunchable we have to work with.

• We don’t see Jesus the miracle worker.



JOHN 6: 10 - 13
10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” 

Now there was much grass in the place. So the 

men sat down, in number about five thousand.  11 

Jesus then took the loaves, and having given 

thanks, He distributed to those who were seated; 

likewise also of the fish as much as they wanted.  
12 When they were filled, He said to His disciples, 

“Gather up the leftover fragments so that 

nothing will be lost.”  13 So they gathered them 

up, and filled twelve baskets with fragments from 

the five barley loaves which were left over by 

those who had eaten.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Jn 6:10–13). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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THE SIGN VV. 10 – 13.

• Disciples organize the masses.

• At least 15 – 20,000 people including women and 

children were to sit in 50 and 100’s on the green 

grass.

• Disciples serve the masses.

• Jesus takes the lunchable, and mass reproduces it, 

creating more out of next to nothing.

• The masses were satisfied with good food.

• Disciples were blessed as well.

• Collected twelve baskets, one per disciple.



CONCLUSION

• How do we respond when ministering to a need 

that is called for at the most inconvenient time 

when we are tired and need a rest?

• How do we respond when a need is 

overwhelming and consuming of all our 

resources and all we can obtain?

• Has Jesus called you to give what you have to 

Him for Him to multiply and meet a need far 

beyond your abilities and resources?


