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Colossians 3: 5 – 9a

5 Therefore consider the members of 
your earthly body as dead to immorality, 
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, 
which amounts to idolatry. 6 For it is because 
of these things that the wrath of God will 
come upon the sons of disobedience, 7 and in 
them you also once walked, when you were 
living in them. 8 But now you also, put them all 
aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and
abusive speech from your mouth.  9 Do not lie 
to one another,
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We Must Kill Sin. V 5.

• Consider as dead by making a decisive resolution to 
put sin to death.
• Members of your earthly body.

• Consider the list backwards from evil motive to act.
• Greed which is idolatry – from which all sin begins.

• Evil desire – sexual lust created in the mind.

• Passion – the expression of the evil desire in the body.

• Impurity – Goes beyond the evil thoughts and intentions 
of the mind.

• Immorality – the act of sexual sins.



Why Put Sin to Death. Vv. 6 – 7.

• Because sin brings God’s judgment.
• God’s wrath is constant, invariable reaction to sin.

• The last thing we should desire is what brings the wrath 
of God.

• Christians are delivered from wrath (cf. Rom 5:9), but are 
subject to His chastening (cf. Heb. 12: 5 – 6).

• Because sin is Characteristic of past lifestyle.
• Compare Ephesians 2: 1- 5; 2 Corinthians 5: 17; Romans 

6: 1 – 2.

• Quote from Spurgeon’s Evening by Evening devotional.



Kill or Put Aside Social Sin. Vv. 8 –
9a.

• These sins are committed against other people.
• Put aside is comparable to taking off dirty clothes.

• The sins in order from motive to act.
• Anger – deep smoldering resentful bitterness.

• Wrath – a sudden outburst of anger

• Malice – a general term for moral evil or harm caused by 
evil speech.

• Slander – (βλασφημίαν) insults and disparaging remarks 
against other people. (cf. Matthew 5: 22).

• Abusive Speech – obscene and derogatory intended to 
hurt and wound someone – foul-mouthed abuse.

• Do not lie (Stop it!) something that was continuing?



Conclusion

• What we are to put to death that is in our sinful 
flesh.
• Immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed.

• Greed is the base that is nothing less than idolatry.

• We put to death these sins because God is going to 
judge the world because of them, and they 
characterize the lost in their lifestyle.

• We are also to put aside these social sins.
• Anger, wrath, malice, slander, abusive speech, and stop 

lying to each other.


