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Romans 4: 13 - 16

13 For the promise to Abraham or to his 
descendants that he would be heir of the world 
was not through the Law, but through the 
righteousness of faith.  14 For if those who are of 
the Law are heirs, faith is made void and the 
promise is nullified; 15 for the Law brings about 
wrath, but where there is no law, there also is no 
violation. 16 For this reason it is by faith, in order 
that it may be in accordance with grace, so that 
the promise will be guaranteed to all the 
descendants, not only to those who are of the 
Law, but also to those who are of the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all,
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The Promise Based on the 

Righteousness of Faith. V. 13.

 What is the promise being the heir of the world?

 Gen 12: 2, “I will make you a great nation.”

 Gen 12: 3, “All the families of the earth will be 
blessed.”

 Gen 17: 5, “I will make you the father of a 
multitude of nations.”(cf. Verse 17).

 The “world” (κόσμου) refers to the many peoples 
of the world. (Cf. verse 16).

 Abraham’s faith points us to faith in his “seed” –
Christ.

 The implication is that the promise of salvation 
from the time of Abraham is based on faith in the 
“seed” of Abraham, that is Christ who will reign.



The Promise was not Through 

the Law. Vv. 13 – 15.

 If salvation’s promise is based on keeping the 

Law, then faith is void or empty.

 Concerning salvation, law voids faith, and the 

promise is nullified.

 Salvation is either by law or faith, not in both.

 Without laws, there is no transgression.

 One would still sin without law, but couldn’t be held 

accountable for breaking God’s law if not given.

 Due to sin, laws will always be broken, therefore 

without grace and faith all we would receive is 

God’s wrath.



The Promise is by Faith, 

according to God’s Grace. V. 16.

 Faith and Grace guarantees receiving the promise.

 We believe in God’s provision of salvation which He 
does not based on keeping the law, but in His grace.

 For by Grace, through faith we are saved as a gift 
(grace) of God (cf. Ephesians 2: 8 – 9).

 Such grace based on faith given to Abraham’s 
descendants.

 This includes Jews (those of the law) who have the 
faith of Abraham.

 This includes Gentiles who have the faith of 
Abraham.

 Abraham is identified as the father of the faithful.



Conclusion

 In faith, like Abraham’s we also are declared 

righteous by God and can stand on the 

Promises.

 The Law is good, but we are bad and cannot 

perfectly keep it, therefore our standing on the 

basis of the Law will only bring the wrath of God.

 The Law was given to point out our sin to lead us 

to seek atonement that only He can provide.

 Faith brings God’s gracious gift of salvation to all 

who believe like Abraham did, and this is a 

promise we can stand on.


