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1 John 4: 1-5

1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the 
spirits to see whether they are from God, because many 
false prophets have gone out into the world.  2 By this 
you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses 
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God;  3 and 
every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; 
this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard 
that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. 4 You 
are from God, little children, and have overcome them; 
because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the 
world. 5 They are from the world; therefore they speak as
from the world, and the world listens to them.
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Satan’s Power is Limited

• He cannot read your mind – he is not omniscient.
• 1 Kings 8: 39.
• Only God is omniscient and Jesus can read our mind.
• John 6: 64.

• He cannot force you to sin – he is not omnipotent.
• John 8: 34; James 4: 7 - 8; 1 John 5: 19.

• He cannot gain victory over even the weakest 
saints.
• John 10: 27 – 29.

• He cannot raise the dead.
• 1 Thessalonians 4: 16 -17; 1 Corinthians 15: 51 – 55.



Satan’s Work is Limited

• He cannot tempt without God’s permission.
• Job 1: 9 – 12; 1 Corinthians 10: 13.

• He cannot inflict pain or suffering without God’s 
permission.
• Job 1: 12; Romans 8: 28.

• Jesus conquered death – Hebrews 2: 14.

• He cannot keep you from being saved or give us the 
fruits of salvation (peace, love, joy, etc.)
• John 10: 27 – 29. Galatians 5: 22 – 24; 1 John 4: 7 – 8.



Satan’s Future is Limited

• He cannot overtake the New Jerusalem in the 
Millennium
• Revelation 20: 7 - 9.

• He cannot imitate Christ’s Second Coming.
• Matthew 24: 24 – 30; 1 John 4: 1 – 5.

• He cannot survive the Lake of Fire!
• Ezekiel 28: 11 – 13, 19; Revelation 20: 10.



Conclusion

• Satan is not God, but a created being and God has 
placed limits on his power, work and future.

• Christians have no need to fear Satan, if they live 
spirit filled lives knowing that He (The Holy Spirit) 
Who lives in us is greater and more powerful.

• Satan is a powerful being, despite the limitations, 
however his power is derived by what we give him.

• For a Christian to live in sin, whether open or secret 
is to flirt with all the limited power of evil.


