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Romans 7: 7 - 8

7 What shall we say then? Is the Law 
sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I 
would not have come to know sin 
except through the Law; for I would not 
have known about coveting if the Law 
had not said, “You shall not covet.” 8 

But sin, taking opportunity through the 
commandment, produced in me 
coveting of every kind; for apart from 
the Law sin is dead.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ro 7:7–8). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Ro7.7&off=1&ctx=ess+of+the+letter.
+~7+%EF%BB%BFa%EF%BB%BFWhat+shall+we+s


Law, Sin, and Death Vv. 7 - 8
 Question, Is the Law sin?

 μὴ γένοιτο – How can you even begin to think 
that way?

 Not have known sin except the Law revealed it.

 The example of coveting – or desire for the 
forbidden.

 Sin takes opportunity through the 
commandment.

 Why the tenth commandment is chosen.

 Knowing forbidden desire is against God’s 
command, now we have even more forbidden 
desires.

 Coveting of every kind.

 Sin has no power – is dead apart from the Law.



Romans 7: 9 - 11
9 I was once alive apart from the 

Law; but when the commandment 

came, sin became alive and I died;  10 

and this commandment, which was to 

result in life, proved to result in death 

for me; 11 for sin, taking an opportunity 

through the commandment, deceived 

me and through it killed me.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ro 7:9–11). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Ro7.9&off=0&ctx=he+Law+sin+is+dead.
~+9+%E2%80%A2I+was+once+alive


A Personal Example? Vv. 7 – 11.

 Who is the I who was alive apart from the 
law.

 Some suggest Adam, Israel, the whole human 
race, but I think Paul is giving his testimony.

 Before conviction of sin = apart from the law.

 The commandment came and Paul 
realized he was dead in sin.

 The commandment was supposed to give life.

 Sin takes opportunity of the command, 
deceives and kills.

 Sin uses the commandment as a beachhead 
of assault.



Romans 7: 12 - 13
12 So then, the Law is holy, and the 

commandment is holy and righteous 
and good. 13 Therefore did that which 
is good become a cause of death for 
me? May it never be! Rather it was sin, 
in order that it might be shown to be 
sin by effecting my death through that 
which is good, so that through the 
commandment sin would become 
utterly sinful.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ro 7:12–13). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Ro7.12&off=1&ctx=ough+it+killed+me.
+~12+a%EF%BB%BFSo+then,+the+La


Law is Holy, Righteous, and 

Good. Vv. 12 – 13.
 Law and all commands are Holy, 

Righteous, and Good.

 This statement specifies that the problem is not 
the Law.

 Did that which is God’s good become the 
cause of death for me?

 Again - μὴ γένοιτο, How can you begin to think 
that way?

 Sin is the culprit and proves how awful it is –
utterly sinful.

 The commandment shows how bad sin really is.



Conclusion

 The problem is sin not the Law.

 The Law shows us what sin is.

 Sin takes up a beachhead in the Law to tempt 

us to break it.

 Sin deceives and kills.

 The Law is Holy, Righteous, and Good.

 The Law proves the character of a Holy, 

Righteous and Good God.

 Sin is so bad that it uses that which is good to 

tempt us to do bad proving itself utterly sinful.


