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James 4: 7-10

7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the 

devil and he will flee from you.  8 Draw near 

to God and He will draw near to you. 

Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify 

your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be 

miserable and mourn and weep; let your 

laughter be turned into mourning and your 

joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the 

presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Jas 4:7–10). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.Jas4.7&off=0&ctx=ace+to+the+humble.%E2%80%9D%0a~+7+a%EF%BB%BFSubmit+therefor


The Choice of Commitment V. 7.

• Submit, to “place or rank under.”

• Submitting to a new Lord by definition 

requires resistance toward an old lord.

• Salvation brings a change of masters, a 

change of allegiance, and a change of 

family.



The Choice of Cleansing V. 8.

• We will only draw near God by coming to 

Him His way.

• The eager quest for pleasure seeking 

results in sins of the heart and hand.



The Choice of Contrition V. 9.

• Three imperatives in this verse are a 

calling to repentance, and evidence of a 

heart turning to God.

• The fourth imperative recognizes the 

tremendous need for cleansing allowing 

no room for worldly merriment.

• The call to contrition is not a call to put on 

an act of conviction. . .



Conclusion V. 10.

• Humility is actually the starting point and the 
summary of salvation as far as the human 
response is concerned.

“The true way to be humble is not to stoop unitl 
you are smaller than yourself, but to stand at 

your real height against some higher nature that 
will show you what the real smallness of your 

greatness is.”

Phillip Brookes 1872.


