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John 1: 1 - 5

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2 

He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 
came into being through Him, and apart from 
Him nothing came into being that has come 
into being. 4 In Him was life, and the life was 
the Light of men. 5The Light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it.
New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Jn 1:1–5). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.



Jesus is the Word

• John’s special title in this prologue alone.
• Word – λόγος accepted as Deity for both Greeks and 

Jews.
• For Greeks, λόγος was an impersonal source, force, 

principle, or emanation of God.
• For Jews, λόγος was the expression of divine power and 

wisdom.
• John teaches both that Jesus was the personification 

and embodiment of the λόγος.

• John identifies Jesus by the title Word teaching us 
that He is the express image, Person, and 
expression of God.



Jesus Was. Vv. 1 – 2.

• In The Beginning reflects back to Genesis 1: 1.
• Instead of looking forward he looks back to state that Jesus 

had no beginning; ἦν verses ἐγένετο.
• Jesus, The Word, λόγος was and has always been.

• The Word was with God (πρὸς τὸν θεόν).
• With - πρὸς pictures two in face to face relationship.
• Clearly this identifies Jesus with God the Father.

• The Word was God (θεὸς ἦν ὁ λόγος).
• Perhaps the clearest and most direct declaration of the Deity 

of Christ over anywhere else in Scripture.

• He was in the beginning with God
• Underscoring the significance through repetition of verse 1.



Jesus the Creator. Vv. 3 – 5.

• There is nothing that hasn’t been created by Jesus.
• Came into being is ἐγένετο reflecting a start in time.

• The point is that everything was created by Jesus.

• Jesus is Life, the giver of life and eternal life.
• He said so Himself in John 14: 6.

• Life - ζωὴ usually refers to spiritual life in John.

• He gives life and is life, but He has always had life.

• Jesus is the Light the world tries to extinguish.
• Common illustration of light verses darkness.

• Darkness did not comprehend means can not overcome.



Conclusion 

• Jesus as God, distinct from God the Father created 
giving life and light.

• Due to the Fall, the world and Satan in darkness 
attempt to extinguish the light of Christ, but will 
ultimately fail.

• Knowing and accepting the Deity of Christ is 
necessary to be saved and is the premise of all John 
will teach us in this letter.

• As we will soon see, the amazing fact is that this 
word became flesh to die for our sins.


