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John 3: 1 - 5

1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; 2 this man 
came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we 
know that You have come from God as a teacher; for 
no one can do these signs that You do unless God is 
with him.”  3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to Him, 
“How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot 
enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be 
born, can he?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
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John 3: 6 - 10

6 “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 “Do not be 
amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 

“The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the 
sound of it, but do not know where it comes from 
and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of 
the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can these 
things be?” 10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel and do not understand 
these things?
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A Seeker Vv. 1 – 2.

• Nicodemus was a Pharisee and member of 
Sanhedrin.
• Ruler of the Jews and recognized teacher.

• Why a night visit?

• The introduction – question?
• We know, indicating others of the Sanhedrin?

• Rabbi, You have come from God as teacher because of 
the miracles.

• Could Nic be questioning Jesus asking Him to affirm He 
was indeed the Messiah?



The Heart of the Gospel Vv. 3 – 8.

• Truly truly – John’s way of stating listen up to this 
very important truth.
• You cannot even see the kingdom of God unless you are 

born again.

• Nic focuses on the again concept reflecting an 
impossibility.

• Jesus clarifies verse three again with truly, truly.
• You cannot enter the kingdom of God unless you are 

born of water and (or even) Spirit.
• Born flesh can only be flesh, same with spirit born
• The example of the wind referring to the Spirit.



So You Must be Born Again Vv. 7, 
9 - 10

• Nic just can’t wrap this around his head.
• All his life of works righteousness was meaningless.

• He like even Gentiles had to “start over.”

• Nic doesn’t seem to be rejecting the truth here, just 
exclaiming confusion over what Jesus is saying.

• Jesus apparently expected such a highly religious 
and recognized teacher of Israel would get it.
• This truth was clearly taught in the Old Testament, Cf. 

Numbers 19: 17 – 19; Isaiah 4: 4; 32: 15; 44: 3; 55: 1; 
Joel 2: 28 – 29; and Zechariah 13: 1 for example.



Conclusion

• Everyone, with no exception must be born again 
from above.

• This process includes recognizing we are sinners 
and that we cannot save ourselves and seeking 
repentance.

• With the request for salvation, God the Holy Spirit 
works beyond our understanding saving us.

• To be saved, receive eternal life, enter the kingdom 
of God you must be born again from above.


